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Multiculturalism v. Diversity
By Christian Joppke

Time: Thursday, May 19, 2022, 16:00-17:30
Venue: Auditorium, Aarhus Institute of Advanced Studies, Building 1632

Karl Polanyi (1944) described the crisis of his time in terms of a “double movement”, the
rise of “self-reqgulating markets” being accompanied by a protectionist counter-movement
of its losers. Nancy Fraser (2017) pointed out that the current crisis is better conceptualized
as a “triple movement”. That is, a new round of enhanced marketization and (this time
around) ailing social protection has witnessed the arrival of a third player: “emancipation”,
which is her word for the late 20t century minority rights movements growing out of the
1960s civil rights struggles. This is a good lens for reflecting on contemporary
multiculturalism. | argue that under the flag of “diversity”, multiculturalism has taken a
sharp neoliberal turn, which deviates in important respect from the “liberal
multiculturalism” that Will Kymlicka had canonized in the early 1990s.

Christian Joppke holds a chair in sociology at the University of Bern;
for several years, he has also been a visiting professor in the
Nationalism Program at CEU (Budapest), and a honorary professor in
the politics department at Aarhus. His Ph.D. is in sociology from the
University of California at Berkeley (1989). He wrote extensively on
social movements, immigration, citizenship, multiculturalism, religion,
and nationalism and populism. His most recent book is Neoliberal
Nationalism: Immigration and the Rise of the Populist Right (2021),
He is currently writing a book to be entitled 7here is No Alternative:
The Political Forms of Neoliberalism.

For further details: Stefan Bargheer, bargheer@aias.au.dk

Organizers: Aarhus Institute of Advanced Studies and Department of Global Studies
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