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With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991,  
the administrative boundary between  

Ukraine and the Russian Federation became  
an international border. For long, a common  

Soviet legacy in terms of political culture,  
institutions, and economic structures persisted 

along the border. The annexation of Crimea in 
2014, the military conflict in Donbas,  

and Russia’s full-scale invasion in 2022 have  
dramatically transformed of the Ukrainian- 

Russian borderlands. The lecture will analyse  
the consequences of these drastic events.
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GUEST LECTURE BY
Dr. Tatiana Zhurzhenko   

Centre for East European  
and International Studies (ZOiS), Berlin

Borderlands 
into Bloodlands  

The Ukrainian- 
Russian Border  
and the end of 

the “Post-Soviet” 
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