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Designing Innovative Learning Spaces at Aarhus University

Workshop for Center Staff 5 December 2011

Description

In this one-day workshop, Center staff will do some powerful visioning and idea-generating and then connect some of the ideas into guiding principles for the intersection of physical and virtual learning spaces. To be clear, we won't develop the designs themselves in a single day.  Rather we will build on the best examples of learning spaces on-campus and off-campus to come up with ideas that connect the Center's multiple locations (Aarhus and Copenhagen) and missions (teaching, research, counseling) with the rapidly emerging opportunities in collaboration and technology.

Goals

(1) Build on the Center’s visioning work by connecting the staff’s dreams with the opportunities in designing innovative and immersive learning experiences 

(2) Develop some guiding principles for Center staff that will govern the design, operation, evaluation and redesign of the learning spaces

(3) Listen and synthesize the ideas and visions of staff across the Center – set the tone from the beginning that this center is one that is built on collaboration

Program

09:30 Coffee, Networking

10:00 – 11:00 Visions and Learning Spaces: Envisioning AU's Best Cases
What should learning look like without constraints? What strengths can AU team bring? What actions can AU or Faculty of Arts take to energize the Center?
11:00 –12:00 Beyond Formal/Informal Learning Spaces
What spaces can we design in the center that are not more than classrooms, offices, and libraries?  How do we connect work and learning outside the Center with what happens in the Center? How can we move beyond separating learning spaces as formal and informal and towards new ideas of learning spaces?

12:00 Lunch - Sharing Examples
More examples of learning spaces beyond universities; what are the lessons from innovative learning spaces around the world.

13:00 Realizing Visions, Building Prototypes
In groups, staff create physical models of spaces that connect their ideals and visions with physical space. Participants create a scenario of how learning could happen and then show the rest of us how it will work. 

15:00 BREAK

15:15 Looking Further – Imagining the Center in 2025

What might teaching and learning look like for students just starting elementary school today and instructors just finisihing their undergraduate work? How can the Center be flexible enough to meet needs that we can only guess at right now? 

16:30 Finish
Place: At the TDM-Center, Palludan–Müllers Vej 48, 8200 Aarhus N.

Please register by clicking here no later than Thursday 1. December:
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